
Fourth	Grade	Post		
Reminders!		

	
• Ms.	Thompson’s	class	is	

leaving	Thursday	for	their	Overnight	at	the	Petaluma	Adobe.		We’re	so	
excited!!	We	will	leave	by	9am	Thursday	and	return	Friday,	11am.	In	
case	you	have	misplaced	it,	this	is	what	your	child	should	bring	on	the	
overnight.	If	you	indicated	you	do	not	have	a	sleeping	pad,	for	example,	
for	your	child,	we	will	arrange	for	all	students	to	be	lent	such	items.	
Here	is	the	list:	

	
These are the things your child will need for the overnight: 
 

o Warm sleeping bag 
o Sleeping pad 
o Blanket 
o Personal toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste, hairbrush, 

medications, etc) 
o change of clothes  (it’ll be cooler weather) 
o two pairs of shoes and three pairs of socks (students feet and 

clothing often get wet during the activities) 
o warm jacket and sweater 
o Tuesday lunch if your child usually brings one on field trips, 

otherwise they will have their normal Field Trip lunch. 
 
Students should not bring: 

o Money 
o Any type of radio or music device 
o Any type of electronic game 
o Flashlights (adults will have them) 
o Any type of knife  

	
• We	encourage	students	to	do	at	least	45	minutes	of	Dreambox	
a	week	outside	of	class	to	help	reinforce	and	build	fluency	in	
math	skills.	This	allows	students	to	get	practice	in	areas	we	may	
not	be	covering	in	a	current	unit,	but	where	a	student	may	need	
specific	support.	Its	game	based,	iPad	app	compatible	if	you	have	
one,	and	teachers	can	see	how	students	are	progressing	and	
where	in	class	we	can	build	in	more	differentiated	support.	

	
• To	get	a	glimpse	into	the	wonderful	world	of	4th	Grade,	check	out	
our	private	class	instagrams.	You	won’t	be	able	to	see	any	of	the	
pictures	unless	you	request	to	“follow.”		
Ms.	Carrade’s:	ms.carrade		
Ms.	Thompson:	ms.thompsonwca	



Homework	
We	are	continuing	to	work	on	making	sure	all	homework	assignments	
are	completed	and	that	students	are	being	proactive	in	getting	parent	
signatures. 
		
 
ELA/Social	Studies	
We	continued	learning	about	California	Missions	by	finalizing	the	facade	
and	general	layout	of	their	proposed	mission.	Students	used	
information	from	the	other	21	missions	they	researched	to	make	sure	
their	designs	are	true	to	time	and	have	the	essential	elements	of	a	
Spanish	mission.	For	example:	cross-shaped	layout,	church,	working	
quarters,	padres	sleeping	quarters,	Native	American	sleeping	quarters,	
etc.	Then	students	collaborated	to	combine	their	ideas	into	their	
proposed	mission.	They	have	been	very	creative!	
	
	
Daily	5	
We	are	working	on	many	different	comprehension	skills	using	different	
authentic	texts.	Ask	your	child	what	they	read	this	week!	There	will	be	a	
spelling	test	each	Friday	on	the	word	pattern	from	the	week.	Students	will	
either	have	5,	10,	or	15	words	for	the	week	to	study.		
		
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
Math	
Continuing	in	this	week’s	Friday	Post,	you	will	get	a	preview	of	the	math	lessons	
to	come	for	the	following	week	(instead	of	a	review	of	the	content	
learned).		This	way	you	can	use	this	Friday	Post	as	a	tool	this	upcoming	week	to	
support	your	child	with	their	math,	should	you	need	it	as	a	reference.	
	



Next	week	we’ll	continue	
learning	about	equivalent	
fractions,	fractions	greater	
than	one,	and	writing	
fractions	in	decimal	
places.	Students	have	been	
working	hard	to	show	all	
of	these	equivalents	
visually.	Here	are	some	
examples:		
 
As	far	as	equivalent	
fractions	go,	we	are	
emphasizing	how	if	you	multiply	the	numerator	(upper)	and	
denominator	(lower	number)	by	the	same	number,	it	is	the	equivalent.	 
	
For	example:	 
3	3x2	6	3x25	75	 
4	=4x2=	8	and	4	x25	=100=0.75	 
	
And	for	understanding	fractions	greater	
than	1,	we	are	having	students	
conceptualize	it	visually.	They’ll	make	
fraction	cards	like	my	teacher	example	to	
eventually	play	games	with	the	week	
after.		
 
	
Science	
	
In	Science	this	week	we	focused	on	really	understanding	how	plate	
tectonics	are	connected	to	volcanoes,	earthquakes,	and	tsunamis.	We	
watched	some	very	interesting	videos	and	discussed	how	these	natural	
hazards	are	all	connected	(check	out	the	ESPN	30	for	30	documentary	
called	The	Day	the	Series	Stopped).	We	then	chose	our	groups	and	picked	
which	of	the	natural	hazards	we	wanted	to	research	further.	From	this	
information,	as	geologists,	we	will	be	creating	a	video	PSA!	
	
Informational	Videos:	
Tsunami:	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-
videos/tsunami-101	
Volcano:	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-
videos/volcanoes-101	



Earthquake:	http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/101-
videos/earthquake-101	
	
The	Driving	Question:	
	
As	Geologists,	how	can	we	help	prepare	a	community	so	that	a	natural	hazard	
does	not	become	a	natural	disaster?		
	
	
Writing	
Continuing	in	this	week’s	Friday	Post,	you	will	get	a	preview	of	the	writing	
lessons	to	come	for	the	following	week	(instead	of	a	review	of	the	content	
learned).		This	way	you	can	use	this	Friday	Post	as	a	tool	this	upcoming	week	to	
support	your	child	with	their	writing,	should	you	need	it	as	a	reference	
	
We	will	start	our	second	literary	essay	next	week!	We	will	be	comparing	
and	contrasting	two	different	texts.	Students	will	be	comparing	the	
theme,	plot,	and	the	main	characters	using	the	same	ways	(micro	story,	
quote	explained,	and	lists)	to	elaborate	on	thier	reasons.		
	
Our	goal	for	these	writing	units	is	to	see	growth	among	the	students.	We	
do	not	expect	perfect	essays	as	they	are	still	just	learning	the	skill.	We	
are	proud	to	see	how	far	the	students	have	come	since	we	started	
essays	in	the	fall!	
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------	
Below	is	the	example	from	the	1st	Essay!	
The	color-coding	in	the	examples	match	the	colors	from	the	anchor	
charts	posted	below(showing	how	we	incorporated	each	idea).	
	
Thesis:	Dog	is	a	good	friend	
Reasons:		

1. Dog is a good friend because he is caring 
2. Dog is a good friend because he is patient with Magpie 
3. Dog is a good friend because he sees the good in others 

 
Micro-Story	to	Support	Reason	3:	Dog	is	a	kind	character	that	sees	the	
good	in	others.	For	example,	one	day,	a	fox	came	to	the	bush	where	Dog	
and	Magpie	lived.	Fox	moves	through	the	trees	“sneakily,	like	a	tongue	
of	fire.”	Magpie	trembles	at	the	sight	of	him,	but	Dog	doesn’t	see	the	bad	
in	Fox.	He	is	excited	that	Fox	has	come	to	visit,	and	he	welcomes	him	in	
for	food	and	shelter.	Dog	only	sees	the	good	in	Fox.	
	
Quote	to	Support	Reason	1:	Dog	cares	for	others	in	different	ways	
throughout	the	book.	After	Dog	convinces	Magpie	they	can	work	
together,	he	cares	for	and	helps	Magpie	for	months.	“And	so	Dog	runs,	



with	Magpie	on	his	back,	everyday,	through	summer,	through	winter.”	
This	shows	that	each	day,	he	cared	for	Magpie	by	helping	her	fly	and	
making	sure	she	is	happy.		

	
	
	
	
	

	
Specials:	
Below	are	the	schedules	for	PE.	Make	sure	on	these	days	to	wear	
appropriate	shoes	and	clothing.		
Carrade:	Tuesday	11:20-12:00	and	Thursday	2:20-3:00	
Thompson:	Monday	2:20-3:00	and	Tuesday	11:20-12:00	
	
Contact:	
If	you	have	any	other	questions	or	concerns,	please	feel	free	to	e-mail	us	
at	athompson@willowcreekacademy.org	or	
jcarrade@willowcreekacademy.org.		


